CARI QUESTIONNAIRE

Introduction

This questionnaire concerns neglect and abuse you may have experienced growing up. Most of the questions are personal and ask about private, sensitive problems, including possible sexual abuse. 

We hope that the answers that you and other subjects provide will tell us how often these things happen, and what their effects might be on people as they grow up.

We are asking about things that might have happened before you were 18-years-old.  

If you had answered yes to many of the questions when you were still a child, we would have had to make a report to a social service agency as described in the consent form. However, now that you are an adult, we are not required to make a report unless you tell us about abuse that is happening to someone who is now a child or an at-risk adult (a person who has a mental or physical disability that would prevent them from getting help for themselves). 

If any of these things have happened to you and you would like to talk to someone about it, we will help you find a counselor. Also, if you do not want to answer any or all of these questions, please skip those items and return the questionnaire to the research staff.

In the first three sections, the questions ask about neglect, psychological abuse, and physical abuse. In these sections, we are asking about things that might have been done by the adults who were responsible for you—that is your parents, step-parents, foster parents, or other adult relatives with whom you lived and who took care of you.

Neglect

1.
During childhood (before age 18), was there ever a time when you often went hungry or didn’t have     

    
necessary clothing?  


(circle one)   YES   NO  (If NO, skip to #2)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

2.
Was there ever a time when adults who were responsible for you didn’t enforce rules for you? For example, rule like telling the adults where you were going, or when you were to be home? 


(circle one)   YES   NO  (If NO, skip to #3)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…



 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

3. 
Was there every a time when you were younger than 12, when the adults who were responsible for you sometimes left you without anybody older than 12 to take care of you?


(circle one)   YES    NO   (If NO, skip to #4)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

4. 
During childhood (before age 18), did you usually feel the adults that were responsible for you were 


warm and caring when you turned to them with a problem?      


(circle one)   YES    NO   (If NO, skip to #5)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

5. 
Was there ever a lengthy time when the adults you lived with just withdrew from you – 

     
because they were too busy, too high on drugs, too depressed, or too angry to pay attention to you? 

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #6)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

Psychological Abuse

6. 

During childhood (before age 18), was there ever a time when the adults who were responsible 



for you repeatedly threatened to leave you on your own, abandon you, or throw you out of your home?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO  (If NO, skip to #7)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

7. 

Was there ever a time in your life when any of the adults you lived with yelled, cursed or 



said threatening things to you?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO  (If NO, skip to #8)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

8. 
During childhood (before age 18), was there ever a time when any of the adults you lived with 


threatened to hurt you or someone else badly?  

         (circle one)   YES    NO  (If NO, skip to #9)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

9.
Was there a time when any of the adults who were responsible for you put you down, made 

fun of you, or called you names, like saying you were stupid, or ugly, or something like that?      

     
(circle one)   YES    NO 
(If NO, skip to #10)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  
 
 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

10.  
During childhood (before age 18), was there ever a time when a family member who was responsible


for you told you they didn’t love you or wished that you had never been born?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO 
(If NO, skip to #11)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

Physical Abuse

11. During childhood (before age 18), did an adult ever hit you with something that injured you or left a mark such as a bruise or a cut?



(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #12)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

12.
During childhood (before age 18), did an adult ever hit you with a fist or purposely kick you?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #13)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

13.
Did an adult ever intentionally burn you (e.g., with cigarettes, matches, scalding water, 

stove top), or intentionally cut or stab you with something sharp (e.g., like a knife, scissors, or pencil)?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #14)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

14.
Did an adult ever choke you or shake you really hard in a violent way?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #15)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

15.  
During childhood (before age 18), did an adult ever purposely throw you around, knock you down, throw you down stairs, or something like that?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #16)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?

In the next section, the questions ask about sexual abuse. As in the previous sections, we are asking about things that might have been done by the adults who were responsible for you. However, in this section we are also asking about sexual contact with other adults, including other relatives or other people in the community such as teachers or youth leaders. And, we are also asking about sexual contact with older kids, including other relatives or other people such as babysitters and neighbors. 

We are NOT asking about voluntary sexual contact in your teens with people who are within a few years of your age. 

Sexual Abuse

16.

During childhood (before age 18), did an adult or someone older than you ever rub their body through clothing against you in a sexual way?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #17)



a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____



b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  

 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?



d. Who did this to you? (circle all that apply)
someone you knew well? 
















someone you knew, but not well? 
















a stranger?

17.

Did an adult or someone older than you ever make you remove your clothing so they could look at you in a sexual way or remove their own clothing so that you would have to look at them like that? 

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #18)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  


 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?



d. Who did this to you? (circle all that apply) someone you knew well? 
















someone you knew, but not well?  
















a stranger?

18.

Did an adult or someone  older than you touch your breasts [WOMEN ONLY], buttocks, or genitals or have you touch their breasts [WOMEN ONLY], buttocks, or genitals?


(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #19)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  


 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?



d. Who did this to you? (circle all that apply) someone you knew well? 
















someone you knew, but not well?  
















a stranger?

19.

During childhood (before age 18) did an adult or someone older than you ever masturbate in front of you or have you masturbate them with any part of your body?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #20)


a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  


 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?



d. Who did this to you? (circle all that apply) someone you knew well? 
















someone you knew, but not well?  
















a stranger?

20.

Did any adult or somone older than you ever rub his/her genitals against yours (not through clothing) or have intercourse with you?

     
(circle one)   YES    NO    (If NO, skip to #21)


   a. How old were you the first time this happened? _____


   b. How old were you the last time this happened? _____


c. During that time (between the first time and the last time) did this happen…

  


 (circle one)    rarely?     occasionally?     frequently?     almost daily?



d. Who did this to you? (circle all that apply) someone you knew well? 
















someone you knew, but not well?  
















a stranger?

Conclusion 

Thank you for responding to these difficult questions. If this interview brought up troublesome memories or feelings, you may want to talk to a counselor. Please let the interviewer know if you would like help finding a local counselor. 

